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who immigrated from Albania at the time of Scander-beg,
about the middle of the fifteenth century. Thus? in Italy
istelf, in the very shadow of Rome, there exists a community,
fully loyal to the pope and yet possessing a married clergy.
V, the MARONiTES1
Among the Uniates the Maronites occupy a distinct place.
Alone of all these bodies they represent an Eastern church
which has given its allegiance to Rome in its entirety. The
Greek Church in Syria and Palestine is only one-third papal.
The Maronite Church of the Lebanon, though more truly
. national, both by reason of its history and of its present con-
dition, is wholly ultramontane. It is a strict tradition that
the Maronite patriarch, as lord of the Lebanon, should
never leave his mountain rocks, but this tradition must be
set aside if a summons conies from Rome. With the
Maronites, the elements of home rule and imperial loyalty
have been, for the most part, firmly united. It is not too
much to say that wisdom, tact, adaptability, and diplomacy
have never worked more successfully than they have in the
dealings of the See of Rome with the proud and independent
mountaineers, who as late as 1850 cried, "Our patriarch is
our sultan!" when the Turkish Government threatened to
interfere in their internal, affairs. Thoroughly Eastern in
origin, the Maronites are to-day more Western, than any
other united body, but Rome has never forced innovations
upon them.2 When in 1584 a Maronite theological semi-
nary was established at Rome, the ritual and practice of the
Maronite Church differed little from the Jacobite. One hun-
1	In preparing this section, which contains considerable new material,
I have used freely my more elaborate article entitled "The Maronites/'
printed in the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund
for 1892.    The paper has the following sub-sections:    I. The Mar-
onites and the Lebanon.    II. The Clergy, Churches, and Schools.    III.
The Monasteries.    IV. The Ritual.    V. The Calendar.    Material from
the article is also used in the next section and chapter.
2	Note on p. 102 the statement that Pope Paul V, in 1610, actually
requested the Maronite patriarch to restore certain ancient Eastern
practices that had been abandoned.

